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Dear Friends,
Years ago one of the older members of our church family who is no longer with us told me that by the beginning of the 20th century the cemetery and church grounds at Boston were in a very run down condition.  A number of people were concerned about this and so a meeting was called for all those who were interested in improving the grounds.  The meeting was held on May 27, 1911 at the church and it was decided to form “The Boston Cemetery Association.”  The 100th anniversary of this will be noted during our church’s anniversary service in June.
The relationship of the Cemetery Association to our congregation is a little bit unusual for us Presbyterians.  Usually what were church cemeteries have either been taken over by municipalities such as in Hornby or else they are under the direct control of the congregation as in Omagh.  In our situation though the Cemetery Association, while largely made up of church members, is at arm’s length from the congregation, being an independent entity altogether.  While this could have easily led to all sorts of conflicts, this has not been the case.  Indeed the congregation has been blessed that throughout the years the Cemetery Association has done its work quietly and efficiently.  I don’t know how many times I have heard people compliment us on the shape of the grounds surrounding the church, the general comment being that they look like a park.
Too often perhaps we take things such as this for granted and so it is only fitting that as the Cemetery Association marks its 100th anniversary we remember and thank all the members of the Board, past and present, and all those whom it has employed for a job very well done.
God bless!
Shawn



